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Abstract:

This article discusses the significance, meaning, and content of the fine arts subject
taught to primary school students and the competencies that need to be developed
in them.
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A primary school teacher, according to the State Educational Standard for primary
education, must foster students' capacity for creative thinking, the breadth of their
imagination, their creative abilities, intellectual development, worldview,
communicative literacy, and self-awareness. Teachers should also cultivate an
appreciation of the beauty of the material world, expand students’ imaginative
activities, and develop their skills to think freely, understand others’ opinions, and
express their own ideas both orally and in writing.

Before identifying ways to develop the creative abilities of primary school students
in fine arts lessons, it is necessary to analyze the goals and objectives of teaching
fine arts, as well as the content of the state-mandated curriculum. The knowledge,
skills, and abilities students are expected to acquire in primary school fine arts
lessons, along with the corresponding requirements, are outlined in the curriculum,
which is a state document.

According to the curriculum, the fine arts subject aims to develop students’ artistic
literacy, promote creative thinking in the process of learning other subjects (exact
and natural sciences), and foster aesthetic thinking and emotional sensitivity,
which are essential for social life.

The fine arts curriculum in primary education consists of four sections: graphics,
sculpture, painting, and composition. For Grade 1, 33 hours are allocated
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(including 2 hours for assessments); for Grade 2, 34 hours (including 4 hours for
assessments); for Grade 3, 34 hours (including 4 hours for assessments); and for
Grade 4, 34 hours (including 4 hours for assessments), with one lesson per week.
These lessons aim to develop key competencies in students:

Communicative competency: Correct pronunciation of terms related to fine arts.
Information competency: Listening to, viewing, and understanding information
from various sources.

Self-development competency: Enriching knowledge of fine arts, fostering
diligence, and developing hand motor skills.

Social and civic competency: Understanding student responsibilities and working
in a team.

National and cultural competency: Acquiring knowledge about types of fine
arts.

Mathematical literacy and awareness of science and technology innovations:
Understanding relationships within their family, such as who is older or younger.
Due to the adaptation process in Grade 1, research for this study was conducted
with students in Grades 2, 3, and 4.

Determining the content of fine arts education in primary schools

In general secondary education schools, the content of fine arts lessons in primary
grades is defined based on the objectives and tasks of the fine arts subject, which
align with state educational standards. The fine arts curriculum specifies the
following five types of activities:

Perception of Reality (Grades 1-4)

Artistic Construction and Creation (Grades 1-4)

Foundations of Art Studies (Grades 5-7)

Drawing from Nature (Grades 1-7)

Compositional Activities (Grades 1-7)

The "Foundations of Art Studies" section is more prominent in upper grades.
Perception of Reality plays a key role in enhancing students' aesthetic perception,
taste, imagination, and memory in the context of fine arts. Lessons in this area are
typically conducted before thematic composition tasks, helping students observe
and appreciate the elegance and beauty of nature and their surroundings. These

65| Page



.#; E CONF SERIES

E CONF SERIES

Scientific Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies
Hosted online from Bursa, Turkey
Website: econfseries.com 11t January, 2025

observations provide inspiration and material for artistic and creative activities. For
instance, during nature excursions, students may create preliminary sketches of
certain objects or phenomena using pencils, paints, or other artistic materials.

Such lessons encourage students to observe plants, animals, birds, and fish both
inside and outside the classroom. They also develop an understanding of the moods
(joyful, melancholic, contemplative, etc.) evoked by different seasons and their
unigue appearances. Discussions about nature help broaden students' knowledge of
various life phenomena. Through these activities, students analyze and generalize
objects' shapes, structures, and colors, developing essential analytical skills.

During observations of nature and reality, students learn to appreciate and protect
their environment. Teachers explain seasonal changes during excursions and
promote spatial awareness, including concepts like linear and aerial perspective.
Students come to understand that knowledge of reality is essential for creating
quality artistic works.

Types of Lessons for Perception of Reality

Lessons are designed with specific objectives and may include the following
themes:

Exploring the unique characteristics of nature during autumn, winter, and spring.
Observing flowers, insects, decorative fish, and birds. Learning about natural
wonders and seasonal activities in spring and autumn. The goal of these lessons is
to help students understand the distinct characteristics of objects and phenomena,
particularly their structure, shape, color, dimensions, spatial positions, and changes
across seasons. When direct observation of objects in nature is not possible,
teachers can use reproductions of art, slides, or photographs to achieve the desired
outcomes.

Example Lesson: Autumn Trees

In a Grade 2 lesson on “Autumn Trees,” students observe how the environment
changes during autumn. They notice how leaves lose their green color, turn yellow,
and fall, covering the surroundings in warm hues. They also perceive the cooler
temperatures and cloudy skies. These observations help students grasp the unique
features of autumn.
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When drawing nearby and distant trees, students are taught to follow perspective
rules, such as the diminishing size of objects as they recede into the distance.
Teachers emphasize perspective techniques while guiding students in using an
appropriate palette to depict autumn. This process fosters students’ creative
abilities as they explore and express the essence of the season through their
artwork.
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