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Annotation

This article emphasizes the significance of feedback in teaching English and outlines
various strategies to ensure it is effective. From understanding different types of
feedback to encouraging self-regulation, the article provides a comprehensive view
of how feedback can be used to enhance language learning. Key strategies include
timely, specific, and constructive feedback, as well as the integration of peer
assessments, self-reflection, and technology. The overall aim is to encourage a
growth mindset, increase student autonomy, and improve language acquisition
through thoughtful feedback practices.
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Introduction

Feedback is an essential aspect of the learning process, especially in the context of
teaching English as a second or foreign language. It plays a pivotal role in helping
students understand their progress, identify areas for improvement, and ultimately
achieve mastery in language skills. The art of providing feedback is complex and
must be approached thoughtfully to be effective. In English language teaching,
feedback is not only about correcting mistakes but also about fostering a growth
mindset and encouraging student autonomy in learning.
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This article explores various strategies for providing effective feedback in the
English language classroom. It focuses on how feedback can be utilized to improve
language acquisition, enhance student motivation, and build self-regulation. The
strategies outlined will help educators tailor their approach to the diverse needs of
their students, ensuring that feedback is both meaningful and constructive.

Main Part

1. Types of Feedback in Language Teaching

Effective feedback can be classified into various types based on its purpose, timing,
and format. Here are some key types that can enhance the learning experience:

. Corrective Feedback: This type of feedback focuses on correcting mistakes and
errors in grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, or syntax. It helps students
understand their linguistic weaknesses and provides an opportunity for
improvement. Corrective feedback can be explicit (directly pointing out errors) or
implicit (providing clues to allow students to self-correct).

« Positive Feedback: Positive feedback emphasizes the strengths and
achievements of students. It focuses on what the student is doing well and
reinforces correct usage of the language. This can increase motivation and
confidence, especially in students who may be struggling with language
acquisition.

. Formative Feedback: Formative feedback is given during the learning process,
usually after an activity or task. Its purpose is to help students improve in real-
time rather than waiting until the final assessment. It provides immediate guidance
for improvement, ensuring that learning is an ongoing process.

« Summative Feedback: Summative feedback is provided after a formal
assessment, often in the form of grades or comments. It evaluates overall
performance and summarizes what the student has learned, helping to set goals
for future learning.

2. Timely and Specific Feedback

Feedback should be timely and specific in order to be most effective. When feedback
is delivered shortly after an activity, students can make the connection between their
actions and the corrections. This timely response allows for a more meaningful
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understanding of errors and learning points. For example, correcting a student's
mistake immediately after they speak allows them to adjust their usage right away,
reinforcing proper language patterns.

Moreover, feedback must be specific. Instead of saying “Good job!” or “Try harder,”

specific feedback such as “Your use of present continuous is improving, but try to
focus on the correct verb tense with stative verbs” offers clear guidance. Specificity
helps students understand not only what they did right or wrong, but also why it
matters.

3. Constructive Criticism

When providing feedback, it is crucial to strike a balance between constructive
criticism and encouragement. Feedback should never be purely negative or overly
critical, as this can lead to discouragement and reduced motivation. Instead,
feedback should aim to highlight areas for improvement while maintaining an
encouraging tone.

One effective strategy for constructive criticism is the "sandwich" approach, which
involves beginning with positive feedback, followed by areas for improvement, and
closing with another positive comment. For example: "You did well with the
vocabulary in your essay, but the sentence structure could be clearer. Great job on
your conclusion, though—it was very strong!"

4. Using Peer and Self-Assessment

While teacher feedback is valuable, peer and self-assessment are also important
strategies to encourage reflective learning. Peer feedback allows students to learn
from one another and practice their critical thinking and analytical skills. Self-
assessment, on the other hand, fosters self-awareness and helps students take
ownership of their learning.

To facilitate effective peer feedback, teachers can give students structured guidelines
on how to provide constructive comments. This ensures that peer assessments are
focused and valuable. Additionally, students can be encouraged to self-assess their
work by comparing it against clear criteria or rubrics, promoting autonomy and
critical thinking.

5. Encouraging Self-Regulation and Autonomy
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Effective feedback should aim to empower students to become more self-regulated
in their learning. This involves helping students develop the ability to recognize their
own mistakes, set learning goals, and monitor their progress independently.
Providing feedback that encourages reflection and self-correction can help students
build these skills.

Teachers can support self-regulation by guiding students through strategies for
improvement. For instance, if a student frequently struggles with verb tenses, the
teacher can suggest strategies for self-correction, such as reviewing specific
grammar rules or practicing with targeted exercises. In this way, feedback not only
addresses current mistakes but also helps students take proactive steps in their
language learning journey.

6. Incorporating Technology into Feedback

In today's digital age, technology offers new opportunities for providing feedback.
Online platforms and apps allow teachers to give instant, personalized feedback
through written comments, voice recordings, or even video responses. These tools
can also be used to track student progress over time and provide continuous
feedback, which is essential for effective language learning.

For example, using language-learning apps like Duolingo or Grammarly can provide
immediate feedback to students about their grammar and vocabulary usage.
Teachers can also use platforms like Google Classroom to give personalized
feedback on writing assignments and communicate with students more effectively.
Conclusion:

Providing effective feedback is crucial for the development of language skills in
English learners. By utilizing various types of feedback, offering timely and specific
responses, and maintaining a balance between praise and constructive criticism,
teachers can create a supportive and motivating learning environment. Feedback
should aim to foster student autonomy, encourage self-reflection, and promote
continuous improvement. Incorporating peer and self-assessment, as well as using
technology, can further enhance the feedback process.

Ultimately, the goal of feedback is not only to correct errors but to guide students
toward becoming more confident, independent learners. Teachers who provide
thoughtful, strategic feedback can help their students develop a deeper

229 |Page



77
.
*'_\‘/

D

E CONF SERIES

E CONF SERIES

International Conference on Modern Science and Scientific Studies
Hosted online from Madrid, Spain
Website: econfseries.com 20™ March, 2025

und

erstanding of the language and a greater sense of ownership over their learning.

By refining feedback strategies, educators can empower their students to take charge
of their language learning journey and achieve success in English language
acquisition.
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