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This thesis discusses the relevance of the linguistic image of the world in modern 

society. It explores how languages reflect and shape the worldview of their speakers, 

embedding cultural values, historical experiences, and patterns of thought. The study 

highlights the significance of understanding linguistic worldviews in translation, 

intercultural communication, and language education. By examining how different 

languages conceptualize reality, the paper emphasizes the role of language in 

shaping identity and promoting mutual understanding in a globalized world. 
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In the modern era of globalization and cultural diversity, the study of the linguistic 

image of the world has become increasingly relevant. Language is not merely a 

means of communication it is also a reflection of how individuals and societies 

perceive reality. Through language, people structure their experiences, express 

emotions, and shape cultural values. Every language encodes a unique worldview, 

influenced by history, environment, traditions, and social norms. The concept of the 

"linguistic image of the world" refers to the way a language represents the world in 

the minds of its speakers. It is a product of collective consciousness that reveals how 

a particular community categorizes objects, phenomena, and abstract ideas. 

Understanding this linguistic worldview is essential in today’s interconnected world, 

especially for successful intercultural communication, translation practices, and 

language education. This paper aims to explore the essence and importance of the 

linguistic image of the world, illustrating its influence on human thought, cultural 

identity, and global understanding.  
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The classification of colors during the Middle Ages was largely based on religious 

and cultural contexts. During this period, the meanings of colors were often 

expressed through religious or social imagery. Colors were frequently associated 

with social status or power by the upper classes. Throughout the Middle Ages, the 

classification of colors was linked to religious and symbolic meanings. Colors often 

represented social status, religious affiliation, or moral qualities. For example, 

purple was a symbol of royalty, while white was associated with purity. The 

Renaissance period marked a significant advancement in the study of color. During 

this era, the scientific investigation of colors reached a new stage. There was a focus 

on understanding the physical and chemical properties of colors and analyzing the 

color spectrum. One of the major achievements of this period was Isaac Newton's 

research on the color spectrum. In the following centuries, colors became 

increasingly important for both psychology and aesthetics, leading to further studies 

in these fields. 

In the 19th century, the classification of colors advanced significantly. There was a 

deeper exploration into the psychological and aesthetic effects of colors. Scientific 

research focused on how colors influence human psychology and their aesthetic 

indicators. This period saw major changes in color theory and technology, marking 

a time of substantial progress in understanding and applying color concepts. Michel 

Eugène Chevreul’s research on color contrast and harmony contributed to the 

development of color wheels and complementary colors.  

In the 20th century, the classification and analysis of color terminology became 

increasingly complex. Linguistic analysis and cognitive approaches provided 

insights into the evolution and development of color terminology. Numerous 

theories emerged to help understand the universal aspects of color and culture-

specific variations. As theories evolved, modern approaches began to emerge, 

introducing new perspectives in the fields of color science and linguistics. Linguistic 

research by Berlin and Kay introduced the theory of basic color terms, presenting 

universal color categories across languages. Studies began exploring the influence 

of colors on human emotions and choices.1  

 
1 Berlin and Kay. Basic Color Terms: Their Universality and Evolution. University of California, Berkeley. 1969. P-

209. 
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In modern linguistics, the linguistic analysis of color terminology has become 

widespread. The semantic and syntactic properties of colors, changes in their 

meanings, and contextual usage have been extensively studied. Corpus linguistics 

and statistical analysis methods are applied in the investigation of color terms. 

Contemporary research employs advanced methods for analyzing color terminology. 

The linguistic image of the world represents a deeply rooted, historically grounded, 

and culturally validated framework within a specific language. It is a supra-

individual, universal, and standardized construct, shaped by shared cultural 

foundations and everyday rationality. This image functions as a cognitive-linguistic 

framework or a linguistic-cultural matrix, reflecting how speakers of a language 

perceive and interpret reality. However, this raises an important question: If the 

linguistic image of the world is such a fundamental and overarching concept, can we 

also speak of its variants or specific manifestations, such as discursive 

images, media images, and textual images of the world? The answer is yes. From a 

semantic perspective, the linguistic image of the world can be viewed as a broad, 

foundational concept encompassing subordinate categories, including: Discursive 

images of the world: These emerge in specific discourses, where differing 

viewpoints and interpretations of reality are expressed and negotiated. Media images 

of the world: These are constructed and disseminated by the media, influencing 

public perception and social awareness through mass communication.Textual 

images of the world: These are individualized, creative expressions within specific 

texts, reflecting unique artistic or conceptual reinterpretations of the linguistic image 

of the world.  

In summary: Media images of the world are extensions of the linguistic image of the 

world, shaped by media to influence social awareness and public opinion. Textual 

images of the world are individualized, creative expressions within specific texts, 

rooted in the general linguistic image of the world but innovatively transforming 

language to convey new meanings. Both media and textual images rely on the shared 

linguistic image of the world to ensure comprehensibility and relevance to their 

audiences, while also contributing to its evolution through creative and contextual 

reinterpretations. 
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Overall, The World Color Survey was a significant undertaking to expand 

knowledge in the field of color terminology. Understanding the linguistic image of 

the world involves analyzing how language influences and reflects human cognition, 

culture, and social interaction. It highlights the profound connection between 

language and perception, and how linguistic structures can shape our understanding 

of reality. The linguistic image of the world illustrates how language shapes and 

reflects our understanding of reality. 
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