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Abstract:

This article analyzes the development of the religious sector in Surkhandarya region
in 20162023, the opening of new mosques and temples, the system of training
imams and preachers, and advanced training. Also, measures aimed at improving
the religious and educational sector based on presidential decrees and government
resolutions are scientifically covered.

Keywords: Surkhandarya, mosque, temple, imam-khatib, advanced training, Imam
Termizi secondary specialized Islamic educational institution.

AHHOTALMSA:

B cratbe aHanusupyercs pasBuTHe penuruo3Hoi chepbl CypxaHAapbUHCKOU
obnactu B 2016-2023 romax, OTKpPHITHE HOBBIX MEUETEd M XpaMOB, CHUCTEMa
MOATOTOBKM HMMaMOB M TPOINOBEIHUKOB, NOBBIIICHUA KBaiuukauuu. Taxxe
HAay4YHO OCBEULIAIOTCS MEphl, HAIIPABJIECHHBIE HA COBEPLICHCTBOBAHUE PEIIMTHO3HO-
oOpa3oBaTenbHOM cepbl, OCHOBaHHbIE HA YKa3ax lIpe3uneHTa u mocTaHOBIECHUSIX
IIpaBurenscTBa.

Kuarwuesbie ciaoBa: CypxaHaapbs, MeYeTb, XpaM, HWMaM-XaTbhlO, MOBBILICHUE
KBaJIM(UKALIMK, CpellHEee CIELUaJIbHOE HCIIaMcKoe ydeOHoe 3aBeneHue «lmam
Tepmuzny».

Introduction

In recent years, the modernization of the religious and educational sphere in the
Republic of Uzbekistan, ensuring interethnic harmony and religious tolerance have
become a priority area of state policy. In particular, in the Surkhandarya region, the
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activities of religious institutions have reached a new level, and infrastructure,
personnel training and the religious education system are developing significantly.
The Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PF—5416 dated April
16, 2018 and the Resolution No. 25 dated January 14, 2019 created an important
legal basis for the systematic establishment of religious and educational activities,
improving the qualifications of imams and preachers, and expanding the network of
religious educational institutions.

Methods

Historical-analytical, statistical and comparative methods were used in the study.
The main sources of information on the number of religious institutions, the
qualification level of imams and preachers, and the activities of religious educational
institutions in Surkhandarya region in 2016-2023 were the archival documents of
the Office of Muslims of Uzbekistan, the Committee for Religious Affairs, and the
regional khokimiyat.

Also, the territorial results of reforms in the religious sphere were analyzed based on
presidential decrees, government resolutions, articles published in the "Yangi
U'zbekiston" newspaper, and official reports.

Results

During 20162023, 35 new mosques were opened in Surkhandarya region,
increasing their total number from 98 to 133. New mosques have been built in almost
all districts and serve to activate religious life.

As 0f 2022, 129 mosques were operating in the region, of which 126 imams-khatibs
were appointed, and 3 were vacant. Of the 126 imams-khatibs, 39 had higher
education, 83 had secondary specialized education, and 4 worked on the basis of a
certificate from the Islamic Educational Service.

Of the 86 deputy imams working in mosques, 14 had higher education, 70 had
secondary specialized education, and 2 worked on the basis of a certificate from the
Islamic Educational Service.

In addition, on November 8, 2022, the “Pokrova Bojiyy Mater” temple in the city of
Denov was registered with the Department of Justice and began its activities.
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The qualifications of religious personnel are being regularly improved through the
Surkhandarya Regional Training Center (regional branch of the International Islamic
Academy of Uzbekistan). During 2019-2024, 1,568 religious workers, including
756 imams-khatibs and deputy imams, were trained in 144-hour courses in the field
of "Islamic Studies".

The number of people who received advanced training in 2019-2024 is as follows:
2019 - 73 people, 2020 - 103 people, 2021 - 164 people, 2022 - 165 people, 2023 -
141 people, 2024 - 110 people.

Also, in 2019, on the instructions of the President, the "Imam Termiziy" secondary
specialized Islamic educational institution was established in the city of Termez.
This institution was registered with the state on June 8, 2020 and has been operating
since the 2020/2021 academic year.

Conclusion

During 2016-2023, the religious sphere in Surkhandarya region has developed
radically. The construction of new mosques, the establishment of religious
educational institutions, and the improvement of personnel qualifications serve to
strengthen the spiritual environment in the region.

As a result of the conditions created by the state, the number of specialists working
in the religious sphere has increased and their professional level is improving. This
creates the basis for strengthening peace, tolerance, and religious harmony in the
region.
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