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Abstract

The English language has undergone remarkable changes throughout history and has
become the dominant means of international communication in the modern world.
This paper discusses the historical stages of English development, the main factors
influencing its growth, and its current role as a global language in education, science,
and technology.
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Introduction

Language is one of the most powerful tools of human communication and cultural
expression. Among the world’s languages, English holds a unique position as the
most widely used language for global interaction. Its journey from a small island
language to an international medium of exchange reflects a long and complex
process of historical, social, and technological transformation.

Historical Development of English

The origins of English date back to the 5th century when the Angles, Saxons, and
Jutes invaded Britain. Their Germanic dialects mixed with local Celtic and Latin
influences, giving birth to Old English. After the Norman Conquest in 1066, Middle
English emerged, absorbing thousands of French and Latin words. This period
significantly enriched the English vocabulary and changed its grammar. By the 16th
and 17th centuries, the Early Modern English period began. The invention of the
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printing press, the works of William Shakespeare, and the translation of the Bible
played a crucial role in standardizing and spreading the language.

The Global Expansion of English

During the 18th and 19th centuries, the expansion of the British Empire brought
English to Asia, Africa, and the Americas. Later, in the 20th century, the economic
and cultural power of the United States further strengthened English as the main
global language. Today, it serves as an official or second language in more than 70
countries and is the primary language of science, business, diplomacy, and digital
communication.

Modern Influence and Future Trends

In the 21st century, English continues to evolve under the influence of globalization,
technology, and social media. New words and expressions appear daily, reflecting
modern life and innovation. English has also become a bridge language connecting
people of different linguistic and cultural backgrounds. As artificial intelligence and
global education expand, the importance of English as a tool for knowledge and
collaboration will only increase.

Conclusion

The development of the English language is a story of adaptation, contact, and
innovation. From its ancient roots to its modern global status, English demonstrates
the power of language to unite cultures and promote understanding among nations.
Its future, shaped by digital transformation and multicultural interaction, remains as
dynamic as its past.
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